Raymond Phoenix Institute

Board Meeting

2 May 2009

Agenda:

 

1. Financial report

2. Directors' Projects -

    McGeorge partnership

    Alumni profiles

    Listserve invitation

    Bibliography

3. New business

    UOP Distinguished Alumni solicitation

    UOP alumni weekend

The meeting began at 10am PDT, via conference call.  Wendi Maxwell hosted; also ‘present’ were Treasurer Jan Galt Sherwood  and Directors at Large  John Dyer, Greg Finnegan , Karen Larson,   John Oram,   Carole Somsel,   Bob Sullens   

As the March 28 meeting had only 3 members present, less than a quorum, there were not official minutes.  The summary of the discussion was mentioned. 

The resignation of Sandra Grcich de Alcuaz as Secretary was noted with regret; a replacement will be selected in the September annual meeting.  Greg Finnegan took minutes in the absence of a Secretary.

The financial report was approved, on motion by Dyer, seconded by Finnegan.  Because the RPI fiscal year begins on Oct. 1, the expense related to postage for the last Reunion was simply a delayed billing from the previous FY.

Directors’ Projects:

McGeorge partnerships.   RPI has been discussing opportunities for Raymond alumni participation in activities of McGeorge School of Law, as the part of UOP most open to participation beyond fund-raising.

John Dyer reported on discussions with the dean of McGeorge to draft a pamphlet setting out some programs with potential for participation.  The draft should be available for board review within the month.  Some of the programs included are: 

A program with a Sacramento high school to involve students at risk of dropping out in a moot-court program, to pique interest in research and presentation skills.  The program has a parent-teacher council, to involve parents of student participants as well.

A World Federalism project to train officials and lay citizens from China, Chile, and Ecuador in our style of adversarial justice proceedings.  Raymond alumnus Gene Bigler is involved in the program for the latter two countries.

While not strictly related to the McGeorge discussions, Karen Larson reported adapting the RPI-proposed book-discussion program, which COP had not picked up, for use at Gustavus Adolphus College.

b.  The transfer of the listserv from GAC to RPI.  Much praise was given to Carole for the seamless changeover.  Next steps include inviting those alumni who are in the database, but who are not listserv participants, to join.  That’s easily done for those whose e-mail addresses we have, but will require a postcard to others.  That can be doubled-up with notification of the September event at Dave Wellenbrock’s in Lodi.   We will also have material for distribution at the UOP cluster-college reunion June 26-28.  At present, there are apparently 10 Raymond alumni who’ve registered for the event.  It’s also the case that no-one from RPI is going to attend.  Some on the board expressed concern that Raymond alumni who aren’t connected with RPI might mistakenly assume that UOP’s alumni office was the only game in town.

Carole reminded the board to submit profiles as part of the project to build a database of interests and expertise in the Raymond community.  She’ll re-send the template for this to the board.

Bibliography:  Finnegan reported on his project to convert paper files to an on-line bibliography of publications by and about Raymond, its faculty, and alumni.  Much material is in hand, but more can be expected once there’s a starting point.  To begin with, he’ll create the section containing material about the college itself, to be on the RPI website in June, before the UOP reunion.  That will be followed by material by and about faculty members, and, finally, alumni.

New Business:

The UOP June reunion was on the agenda as new business, but was discussed in the context of old business.

Following upon last year’s award to Edna Turner DeVore ’67, nominations are requested for UOP’s outstanding-alumni award.  The deadline for nominations will be in November.  While not all board members are happy with awards of this sort, several names were  suggested from the Raymond alumni community.   Whether or not one approves of such awards, nominating Raymondites is a way of reminding the university who we (very variously) are, and what we owe to our Raymond formation.


3. September meeting will have RPI Boar Member nominations


 to replace Sandra Grcich de Alcuaz & Karen Larson

Next RPI Board Meeting by telephone on June 6 at 10:00am. Wendi will set up conference call with Alumni Association before she leaves town.

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 PDT

Greg Finnegan ‘67

