RPI Board Meeting  -  September 5, 2009 10:00am

Attending by telephone:

Wendi Maxwell – Robert Hyerle - Greg Finnegan - Carole Somsel - Janet Sherwood - John Oram

Old Business:

1) Minutes accepted from previous meeting

2) Treasurer's Report – Janet had previously sent financial statements. She gave a brief explanation about regular donors – donor list is approx 90 alumni/faculty.


Treasurer's report accepted.

Discussed various long term strategy for contacting membership. 

Carole explained the Archive feature of the RPI_discussion mailing listserv. 

Board had a round table discussion about the most recent major themes of the mailing listserv emails. They include, but are not limited to: 


Remembrances/opinions on Raymond experience 


Personal experiences 


Foreign Policy & all levels of Government policy 


Education – all levels 


Health Care 

After a lengthy discussion it was moved by John O and 2nd by Greg F to send out, over the next month, three email notices to the entire Raymond membership (all the ones which we have email addresses for) the following info: 

First, will be about the Raymond Picnic at Dave Wellenbrock's home in Lodi on Sunday, September 27 starting at 9:00am.  

Second, will be brief overview of what is happening with the Raymond Community based on info Wendi M wrote up for the UOP Campus Reunion weekend early this summer.  

Third, will be an invitation to the membership to join the mailing listserv. With “how to” for the membership to subscribe and to review the mailing listserv archive.  


Note: there is an option to receive a “Digest” version of the mailing list, with


 options for how often you want the “Digest” to arrive.  

The Archive can be sorted by four categories 


Thread – Subject - Author – Date

The Archive is divided into months. Since the launch, in January, 2009, of the Raymond_discussion mailing list there have been 3,005 messages or approx 375 per month.  

Payment for website maintenance 

Janet S moved and John O 2nd to bring current the invoicing from Carole S for website creation, regular maintenance of the website, logo creation for website and copyright, as well as ongoing administration of the Raymond_discussion mailing listserv. Carole S will regularly submit invoicing to the board for review and payment.  

McGeorge – RPI Project.  

John Dyer was not available to update status. Item tabled until next Board Meeting or John D sends out any updates to the Board.  

Wendi mentioned that in her earlier write up for UOP Alumni Weekend the McGeorge-RPI project is briefly outlined. When the above mentioned email is sent out, everyone will get another reminder we have this as the RPI focus.  

Bibliography – Greg F  

The three categories Greg F is working on are  


Raymond History  


Faculty Publications  


Alumni Publications  

Greg F said he plans to have the “History of Raymond” information ready, for Carole S to add to the website, before the Raymond Picnic at Wellenbrock's on Sept. 26th.  

Discussion was over whether the Alumni publications should have a higher priority on Greg F's list than the Faculty publications. Wendi M suggested that with a new President at UOP, and RPI stated desire to have a higher profile, that the listing of Alumni Publications would show that the Raymond Community is still active.  

Board agreed this should be an item to talk about at Sept. 26 picnic at Dave Wellenbrock's in Lodi.  

New Business:

There was a lengthy discussion about what links should be on the Raymond website, how would this be maintained – it could ad a cost to operating expenses. Wendi M said she would talk with UOP Alumni Assoc and see how their event calendar is maintained. RPI website may simply link to this site.  

Discussion about “how and when” Raymond Alumni & Faculty should use the Raymond_discussion list to notify about upcoming events they are putting on - sponsoring, and interest them locally or on UOP Campus in Stockton, Sacramento, San Francisco – things like music, art, lecture series, demonstrations, and speakers.  

It was agreed that the best approach is a personal email with details to the Raymond_discussion mailing list.  

If anyone knows of an upcoming event by a former Raymond faculty or Alumni, urge them to use the Discussion Mailing list to notify everybody.  

Wendi M brought the Board up-to-date on her conversations Steve Allen, a Raymond Alumni and member of the UOP Alumni Board. Steve Allen said there are a couple of upcoming open slots on the UOP Alumni Board.  

Wendi said that if RPI wants to have an impact on the Education side of UOP, we need to have a larger presence on the UOP Alumni Board. The Board ageed to submit three names to the UOP Alumni Board – Wendi M, Janet S, and John O. They will forward a brief resume to Wendi and she will follow up with Steve Allen.  

Carole S explained that an option is a “public” blog which could discuss items so there is participation by a larger audience. This approach would need an active moderator for operational questions like: sign on by name or anonymous, read messages, monitor language, etc. Same things that other blogs operate by.  

It was agreed to bring this up at the Sept. 26th picnic at Dave Wellenbrock's in Lodi. From that discussion the Board will talk about a blog option at next meeting.  

Next Board meeting will be in November by telephone.  

